
The Installrtion
Dinner

he lnstallation Dinner
was held a! Sahert Hall
on Tuesday 28th May
2002 iDllowirg the Mid

Summer Day Court at which Mi-
chael Houghton was instalied as
rhe new Cuild Master
Nearly one hundred Guildmen. Ap-
preniices and their guests sat down
to dinner The official guests of
the Guild included rhe Chief Com-
moner ofthe City of]-ondon. N4r J
P Charkam. the Master Merc€r. Mr
Anlhony Hodson with Mrs Hod-
son, Mr Mark Tume.. the new
headmaster of Abingdon School.
Mr H J Ball, Presid€d of th€ Old
Mercers' Club, Mr Tin Kirg.
P.esident ol the Oid Abingdonian
Club and Mr Charles Lucas, Presi-
den! of the Old Daufiseians' Asso-
ciation Private guests included the
Masters of rh€ Gold and Silver
Wyre Drawers. Masons and Scien-
tific Instrument Makers Companies
and a Pasr Masler of*re Broderers
Company
Senior Warden \dchael StJ Parker
depudsed for rhe Junior WaJden
elect at shon notice and proposed
lhe loast to our guests in bis usual
inimilable siyle.
The Chief Commoner was kind
enough io reply and told us much
about his work and ofrhe ne* Bill
curr€ntly going through Pafliament
lor the enlargernent of the voting
franchise ln the Ciiy.
The Master Mercer propos€d ihe
toast 1o the Guild and our new
Masl€r and commented upon his
eady days at school and surnma-
rised th€ work of the Merc€rs'
Company in the fi€ld ofeducation.
The Master thanled the rnembers
of the Guild for electing him and
outlined his plans for tbe social
prograrrne before \a,ishing every-
ooe a safe Joumey*lome

The Alms dish was passed as is tra-
diiion at tle Installation Dinner and
Guildmen and iheir Guests gener-
ously donaled t553 fo. the Mas-
ter's chos€n chariB. the Crusaders,
wirh which he has been involved
since his days al school

Annual Meeting

he iifty third Amual
MeetinS was held at
Guildhall on Thurs-
day 2l  s l  March

2002 Ar the Court Meeting
the following ol{icers had been
eleclei for theyear 2002/2003:
Gui'd Master M J Houghton
R€nter waiden: A S l4acpher-

Junio.Warden M J Cummer-
gen
Apprcntice Warden: A C
McMil lan
Senior Coun Assistanis: M StJ
ParkerandRAt.awman
Honorary Clerk N J watson
Hoo Assl.  Clerk RJCDavev
The fbllowing Guildmen wefe
proposed, seconded and elected
to th€ Court at the Annual
Meeting
Coun Assislants: D J HaNey
and H J Ball
Abingdon Asst SMHil ls
Colyer ian Asst:  RTSnith
Dau.tseian Asstr R J Slade
Pauline Asst A I F Mack€nzie
SocialCourt Asst: D M Wil-

Hon Audnor K llubbard -
Brown
Guildmen and Apprentlces en-
joyed supper at Barracca Ree
taurant alier the meeting

T h e C G O M
Charitable Fund

uring the year the
court requested the ap-
proval of the Charity
Corrrnission to broaden

the scop€ of the tund. whjch was
approved The tund had been
solely lor the benefit of Cuildmen
and tbe; fanilies who had been in
distress and was mr€ly used Ap-
proval was gmnted for the tund to
make contribuiions to projects by
Appreniices which have a charita-
ble and/or €ducatiooal coment
Th€ Master made an appeal for
contdbutions, principally by Gift
Aid. Tbis merhod is tax e{Ecieni
both for ihe dono. and ihe tund
Th€ Trustees wish to thank the
Guildmen who g€nerously re-
sponded to the appeal. They wer€,
however. a little disappointed thal
oily filteen crildmen responded
Those ofyou who did noi will find
a ci11 Aid Certificate enclosed wirh
this newsletter and the Trustees
urge you to complele this How-
ev€r mod€st your dorrtion il will
be grestly appr$iated and en-
hance the rork and repuiation
ofrhe Guild.
For your infornation the income
inlo the Trust in the last year was
as fbllotls
CovenantedDonations rS80
One olTgifts J520
In memory ofAnhur

Hal l  s l90
Interesl t249
Tax rctunded $6!
Tolal !22OO
The Tru$ees decided that lor this
year they would disrribul€ moni€s
fiom Covenanted Donations and
ta\ retunds only and ke€p ih€ one-
of gifts etc in the capital tund.
This resuhed in five apprentices be-
ing assisted with sums rarging be-
tweeo ll00 and !250 lor the ful-
lowing activitles:
Assisting with Teartund in the
Third World
Cycling ro Paris on behalf of the
Royal British Legion
work in New Ze.aland on endan-
gered fl ighlless parrots
Assisting with Raleigh Intemational
in Chile
Assessing the condition of reefs in
Fiji

Accounts

1 the Annual Meet-
ing the Honorary
Assistarl Clerk re'
poned lhat the ac-

cou s wcrc as tbllows:
General Fund:
At Barclays Bank t5991 9l
On deposit with the Chelsea
BuildingSocieiy .t700.00
Lif'e Subscriptions r4300 00

C G O M C h r r i t a b l € F 0 n d :
Charhies Aid Foundalion Bank:

l50l |.12
Please se€ the separale report
on the Charirable activities

The Trustees are Past Masrers
Richard Dav€y, Neulle Watson
and lloward wonh


