
The Installation Dinner

which Howsrd Wqth had b€en installed rs

He was deligh&d to sel@re the lraditional
guast ofhonout TIle Chiefcomrnoner. MJ
A N Eskenzi, CC, The Masrq M.@r Mr
Ricl'rd C Cunis and tie President of the
Old Mercers' ClDb. Irr Robin Whi&llnd,
rhe Pr6idsnt oflhe Old Abingdonid CIub.
MJ Fo.bes Wssli€, MBE and the Chairman
of dE Old Dau seian Club, Mr Tim
Church. Sadly the Presidenr ofdE Old Col-
lyerian Associatioq Mr Rupert Park€r *as
prcvctrt€d 6om atleding du€ to ilt !eal$.
The Cuild Junior Wdden, Aneps Macpber-
son, prolos€d lhe toast to our 8u€sts lo
which d|e Chief Co'moner was kind
enough to reply. He congahiat€d the Mrs-
ler on his irstallatior md pres€nted hiD
wirl a delidtfin 8ift of a book abolt de
ciry. He 0old us 6rt rh€ btl€ of Chief coln-
tnoner is oDe of gr€3l a{iqurty. lt dates
iom 1215 and the Magla Carta. Appar-
ently whm t[B barons wert to RuEnm€ad
io De{t Xing John thq' took along t}etr
bants - the Mayor oflotrd@ - to r€prc-
s€nt the Co|moDqs. He r"s term€d fie
Chief Comrnoner and it is fr(En this lde
that the Court of Co'nnon CouEil deriyes
its nan€ md fiy, evea today lhe elect€d
m€mb€rs arc Cormo' Comcilm6. evd
tle Lrdies. Urdlrstand.bl\. Dc Ma\or of
di*X'iia *- ."'" so *1,- t" t"*'*
a Lord Mryor, was mt ovedy keen otr being
called a CoImoner ev€tr a Cbief CoB-
moner! The title fel iD !o disusc mtil th€
lat€r half of th€ 19$ c€ntllry *tlen it be-
caine tle customa] trde glven !o the Cb3n-
man of the City Ldds Cmitee, the h-
ior cnf,rnitbe of lhe Corporation and lElEe
the tiile th€ senior Cotmon CounciiDrr ft
wrs $bsoquenth rEcngnis€d by € soYe!-
cig! and lhus enjoys oftlcial recognition in
the sarne wsy as th€ Lord Mayor Iffid€n-
ta y, lhe Lord Msyo. of t ondon is dE only
lord Mayor *ho do€s not iold his tide by
slztule but by royal re{.gnilion. No on€
els€ us€s l}le dde of Chid Colmone., it is
uiquc to the Ci!v.
The Chief Comnoner reminis.€d over his
five decades in the City md ove. thity
y€ars !s a Common CouncilDan He con-
cluded by l€nins us thnt he is spending
some of the ]€3r promoling tlrc idea of a
'Finer Slre€t Scene' and mrkrng lhe ltr€€ls
of lhc City morc inteffitiry ad saf€
6rough a City Watch Scheme.
The toasl to th€ Cuild was propos€d by ihe
Mster M€rc€r. I,ft Cun is str old boy of
St Paul's School and has sp€nt thirty eighr
y€ars in the City rnd b€en a Liverlman of
lhe Merc€$' Compary for tsenty €ight ge

was abl€ to t€ll r. thar tte Company has
recently a8r€ed to include $rc more schools
r th€ 'Enucational Cluster'. On€ of these
is Th€ Royal Ball€t School which op€rat€s

The following Guitdmen werc propos€d,
s€c.nded and el€cted to the Coun by the

CourtAssislantr DJHarvE
A C Macmil-la,

Abingdon Asst SMHills
CoUye.tar Asst R T Smitl
DautscianAsst R J Slad€

he Instalation Dinn€. was held at
Farmers' snd Flqchers' Hall on
Tuesday l2lh Ju€ 2001 follow-
ing the Midswr Coun at

in a ve.y difierent educational environ-
mcnl. The M8tcr has cstimaled t[t
thcrc ar€ €ronnd 10.000 pupils and stu"
deDls within lhe trust€€ship, governance
o. b€netactiofl of lhe Mer.€rs' Compsry.
a mntle. fd consid€rabb pnde. He drew
lh€ company's auention to fte rEcen$y
published Livery P.of'le panpntet which
giv€s delails of rh€ wo* of rhe 102 Liv-
ery Codpani€s ir lhe City. h 1999 dBy
gnve away just under ,40 million in chari-
lable grants, tlErc arc 4I alrahous and
sheltered housitrS schenes and 124 edu-
@tional establishmn|J and schools wilh
sp€cific links to tle Livery. Eighty five
Livery Compafles maintain a€tive tia.le
linl,s. The Master Mercs @ntinuod by
saying thaa he fioug]t tle Livery comu-
nity plals a valuble pan ir tle life and
fabnc of the Citv but has suffercd over
the '€as eo6 a c€rlain ns.onception
and igDordrc€. He fels that the Liverf
bas a good sior] !o iell and thlt we
should by a little hrrd€r !o male idorma-
tion of Livell afrans mor€ readily avail-
lbl€ io a wid€r audienc!. In conclusion
Mr Clris c('rgraoiared th€ Guild for rhe
role it is plalins ir protdins s wonh-
sdilc focus fc,r $06€ "ho have left M€r-
ctrs- Compary clusler schools and
wish€d lhe Masler and W?rderu a suc-

The Guild Masle' tnank€d lhe nenbers
of 6e Guild for electirs him as Master
for thc orr€ot ]am od o{tlined lis social
progranne before wishing a[ t]os€ pr€s-
ent a safejoumey home.

Hononry Cle*
Hon As$ Clerk

M StJ Psrker

RJ C Dave!

A I F Mackenzie
Sa.ialcourt Asst D M Willianson
Hono.aryAuditor KHubbdd-Brow
TIF ne€ting was Ehended by 37 Guild-
inen and AppErxtices lvho eojoy€d supp€r
at the Bmaffi Restaumt sfteruards.

Annual Meeting
he fifty second Amual Me€tins
was h€ld ar Guildhall on
Thursdny 22nd March 2001.
At the Coun M€eiing thc fol-

lowing officers had b€€n elecl€d for lhe
trjl 2WUZOO2:
Guild Master H GJ Worth

M J Houdton

App.enrice W$den RA Ldsdan
Sonior Coud Assistants M J Cununergen


