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Messase from the Guild Master
he following notes represed the aandom reaolleclloB of one who has b€€o
Mrster ofthe Civic Gujld from June 2000 ro June 2001, spanning the 6rst six
moolhs ofthe third Mllenniun During the cowse of the year I have repre-
s€nted tbe cuild as an ofrcial guest at a nur$ber ofenjoyable dirners including

that ofth€ lv{eicers' Company Ditrtr€r to the &sociated Cory€nies and the armusl din-
n€n oflhe Old M€rt€rs' Club, the Old Daunteaiatr Associdio4 the Old Colyerirn Club
-nd the irstalarion dim€r oflh€ Guild ofscholars ofthe Citv ofl.ondon-

\_ oe ofthe ple€surable perquisites ofl,fustership is being able to arrsDge social occasions
for Guild m€rrbe's ed their ladies $hicb accord with his ollf, idiosyncratic tasfes. Thus
w€ w€re sble to attend a concert 4 the Roysi Ac{demy ofMusiq visit the Salomon Cen-
tre n€ar Royal Tunbridge wels' etrjoy a behind-thesc€n€s tour of tlrc refiIbjrhed Royal
Opera Housg listen io an irtercsling tour ofthe Coiiege of A.rms by the Windsor Herald aod r visit to Straqber.y Hil! the
gothic frntasy developed by Horace walpole. Plans to visit the Rrm Brewery and Stables had regrettably to be postpon€d ow-
ing to the foot and mouth disease outbre3k. I hope rhe visit can be incorporatld into ny succ€ssor's prograrnrne. Finaly the
H€ad Master ofDefitseys' h.s irwit€d me to be hfu guest for a day's cruis€ aboard DauntseF b6rque the 'Jolie Brise' which
won the Tall Ships'Rac€ last year. IfI survii€ I should b€ able to report to those Cuiid members who hsie subscriM 10 par-
ticipare in s similar crube in SEtember nhich was arranged by PGM David Gdffiths. (Editor's note - this cruis€ is tuly sub-
s.{iH.) I al.o e.Ddcd s 'lc.plion on thc 'Jolic Brisc' wtro shc Bns mooFd in the Pool of lrndon.
Atroth6 occssion rrbich was oot rEalis€d (fu.ing lhe past y€ar is 'ihe Mlennium Proj€cl'. Thb compris€s a plan to promote
geater awar€nass ofthe City ofl-ondon amorg young people who have a conneclion with the City oflrndon tfuough tleir
schooling at a Mercers' Coqatry Associsted School ard indi.ectly to heighten the awareness ofthe Guild amongst potentirl
apprentic$. It had been boped to obrrin funds from lhe 'Miilennillm Festival AwE ds for All' oryarisatior but these had not
b€en rcdlrd. The Cuild Apprertice Warded has g€nerously otrercd to briry thes€ plaos to Auitiorl
Supper for menben after Court oeetings bas now become an c,stablished proctic€. W€ meet at ttre Baracca Restu$nt which is
lG 15 rDimrteg walk fron Guildhnl wh€re Cou( meetin$ arc urually held.
One ofthe nor€ ir[eresting disorssions !t a Court meGting aaos€ when a cout member ask€d how h wls that cornpaaatively few

i .rild nernb€rs b€cane netnbers ofa Liv€ry, €sp€ciatly since one ofthe purposes ofthe Guild is to encourage rn€mb€rship ofe
\very Company. It became cle3r tom the eosuing dlsdrssio! thd th€ main reason was the perc€ived cost involv€d in Uvery

membership. ThoEe c.sts vary co$idersbly; perhaps our Guild codd do rtro.€ to make avsdable a tlble of costs and conditions
includirg availability ofplaces. (Editor's oote - please see article onjoining Livery Compad€s on page 2 )-
Meanwhile the Honorary Clerk ad the Goild App.€dice Ward€n have been very aclive reduiting new mcmbers to the Guild
and 'inroliDg' Apprertice applcarrs ar the Ch@Hain's Court. I am beholden to both of them for the suppon they hrye gir€n
me dffing lny year as Masler.
Pres€nt membe'sfip ofthe Guild is l8l. Wheo this fgure is comparEd with the mexr$enhip ofrh. Old Merc€rs' Club alone of
485 I ask fiF€lfwhedFr it is possible that there is a pool offteft$ers ofold boys' ad girls' clubs who are dilaluraged ftom ap-
plying fuf Guild rnembenhip on accoud ofthe misunderst&ding ofthe cost$ involvei. The Court rnsy wish to exsmine this
possibility.
There remsios one frther d|atter th3t all Guild members miglt wfuh to consider and pass their views to the Court throug! rh€
Honoraly Clerk. I wonder whether there is a cale for & two ye3r rether than a one ye3r terur€ of ofrc€ for the Masler of ttle
Cruild. As one who has come to dre end ofhis one ye3r terrL I c{n s€e considerable merit in s two ye€r terure for my succ€s-
sors. Grarfed that I arll something of an opsimarh , it has trken me the best part of my year of ofrc€ to acclimalisc drys€lfto
the demands ofthe post. Moreottr as I have indicated above, some ofthe Master's acduties spsn more than one y€sr fiom
conception to realisation. I note tlrcr€ e{ists & pr€c€dent for a two year term. (A E Watts 1949/50 & 1950/51) I obs€rve thlt !t
least one other Guild appoints its Master for a peiod oftwo !€ars.
To summarise, I believe that the Guild has Fospeied dudng the past 'l{r nnd that the hopes and anbitions so ably designated by
PGM R G Edu,lrds in his exceled publication 'The First Fiffy Ye{rs' have not been disappoi[ted. t.J.


